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 Unspoken Sermons Series I, II, and III,  George MacDonald (1889) 
 

 Nothing is required of man that is not first in God. 
Nothing is inexorable but love. True revelation rouses the de-
sire to know more by the truth of its incompleteness. God re-
gards men not as they are, but as they shall be, as they are now 
growing, or capable of growing, towards that image after 
which he made them. People’s vileness and selfishness leave 
room for grace to grow in them, which would at length make 
them see that evil, and not fire, is the fearful thing.  
 He has put the questions in my heart; he holds the 
answers in his. Sad, indeed, would the whole matter be, if the 
Bible had told us everything God meant us to believe. But 
herein is the Bible itself greatly wronged. It nowhere lays 
claim to be regarded as the Word, the Way, the Truth. The 
Bible leads us to Jesus, the inexhaustible, the ever-unfolding 
revelation of God. It is Christ “in whom are hid all the treasure 
of wisdom and knowledge,” not the Bible, save as leading to 
him. And why are we told that these treasures are hid in him 
who is the Revelation of God? Is not their hiding in him the 
mediatorial step towards their unfolding in us? To say that we 
must wait for the other world to know the mind of him who 
came to this world to give himself to us, seems to me the fool-
ishness of a worldly and lazy spirit. I have seen nothing breed 
arrogance faster or in more offensive forms than the worship 
of the letter.  
 It is a dull-hearted, unchildlike people that will be 
always putting God in mind of his promises. The promises are 
to reveal what God is; if they think of them as binding God, let 
them have it so for the hardness of their hearts. They prefer the 
Word to the Spirit. Love is divine and most divine when it 
loves according to needs and not according to merits. Some 
are too proud to forgive themselves till the forgiveness of God 
has had its way with them. God loves where he cannot yet 
forgive.  
 To understand the words of our Lord is the business 
of life. When it is once understood, there is nothing more to be 
said, but everything to be done. All evil comes from good. It is 
no longer good. A good corrupted is no longer good. Every-
thing God has done and given man to know is a word of his, a 
will of his; and inasmuch as it is a will of his, it is a necessity 
to man, without which he cannot live.  
 Faith is its noblest exercise to act with uncertainty of 
the result, when the duty itself is certain. Man’s first business 
is, “What does God want me to do?” not “What will God do if 
I do so and so?” Inward sight alone can convince of truth; 
signs and wonders never. He wants to make us in his own im-
age, choosing the good, refusing the evil.  
 It is possible to love our neighbor as ourselves. Our 
Lord never spoke hyperbolically, although that is the supposi-

tion on which many unconsciously interpret his word. We may 
see what is possible before we attain it; for our perceptions of 
truth are always in advance of our condition. No man can love 
his neighbor merely because the Lord says so. He would make 
him see that he could not in the deepest sense—in the way the 
Lord loves—obey any command until he saw the reasonable-
ness of it. Where a man does not love, the not-loving must 
seem rational. For no man loves because he sees why, but be-
cause he loves. Let a man once love, and all those difficulties 
which appeared opposed to love will just be so many argu-
ments for loving. A man is whole; and so soon as he unites 
himself by obedient action, the truth that is in him makes itself 
known to him. This action is his response to his maker’s de-
sign. He will soon find that action must precede feeling, that 
he may know the foundation itself of feeling.  
 This love of our neighbor is the only door out of the 
dungeon of self. A man thinks his consciousness is himself; 
whereas his life consists in the inbreathing of God, and the 
consciousness of the universe of truth. The region of man’s 
life is a spiritual region. God, his friends, his neighbor, his 
brothers all, is the wide world in which alone his spirit can 
find room. Himself is his dungeon.  
 If it is impossible without love to be just, much more 
cannot justice co-exist with hate. It is hard enough to be just to 
our friends; and how shall our enemies fare with us? Man is 
not made for justice from his fellow, but for love, which is 
greater than justice. Love is the law of our condition, without 
which we can no more render justice than a man can keep a 
straight-line walking in the dark.  
 The keeping of the law served to develop a hunger 
which no law or its keeping could fill. Having kept the com-
mandments, the rich, young ruler needed and was ready for a 
further lesson. By the gravity of his riches the world held him 
and would not let him rise. Money is the power of this 
world—a weakness to be overcome ere a man can be strong; 
yet many decent people fancy it a power of the world to come! 
A kingdom into which it would be easy for a rich man to enter 
could be no kingdom of heaven, whereas into the kingdom of 
heaven he will be as welcome as another man. Bring him a 
true heart and obedient hand: he has given his life-blood for 
that; but your money—he neither needs it nor cares for it. The 
law can be kept only by such as need no law. 
 The Lord puts his things in sub-defined, suggestive 
shapes, yielding no satisfactory meaning to the mere intellect, 
but unfolding themselves to the conscience and heart, to the 
man himself, in the processes of life. The lesson Jesus would 
have had them learn from the feeding of 5000, the natural les-
son, the only lesson worthy of the miracle, was that God cared 
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for his children, and could, did, and would provide for their 
necessities. This lesson they had not learned. The ground of 
the Master’s upbraiding is not that they did not understand 
him, but that they did not trust God. They remembered the 
loaves but forgot the Father. Ambition in every shape has to 
do with Things. With outward advantages for the satisfaction 
of self-worship; it is that form of pride, foul shadow of Satan, 
which usurps the place of aspiration. The sole ambition that is 
of God is the ambition to rise above oneself. 
 If we have God, we can do without the answer to any 
prayer. The main object in God’s idea of prayer is the supply-
ing of our great, our endless need—the need of himself. 
Communion with God is the one need of the soul beyond all 
other needs; prayer is the beginning of that communion, and 
need is the motive of that prayer. Jesus did not regard his Fa-
ther’s plans as so fixed that they could not be altered to his 
prayer. There must be a Godlike region of choice as there is a 
human, however little we may be able to conceive it. I may 
move my arm as I please: shall God be unable so to move his? 
He who seeks the Father more than what he can give, is likely 
to have what he asks, for he is unlikely to ask amiss.  
 God’s vengeance is to destroy sin—to make the sin-
ner renounce and hate it. Seek most the best things; to ask for 
them is to have them; the seed of them is in you, or you could 
not ask for them.  
 The greatest obscuration of the words of the Lord, as 
of all true teachers, comes from those who give themselves to 
interpret rather than do them. It was not for our understanding, 
but our will, that Christ came. Our imagination is made to 
mirror truth. It is the region whence issues prophecy; and 
when we are true it will mirror nothing but truth.  
 Repentance once begun, may grow more and more 
rapidly. We are the sons of God the moment we lift up our 
hearts, seeking to be sons—the moment we begin to cry Fa-
ther. But as the world must be redeemed in a few men to begin 
with, so the soul is redeemed in a few of its thoughts and 
wants and ways, to begin with. The old man, weary with fee-
bleness, calls upon death, but in reality, it is life he wants. 
‘More life!’ is the unconscious prayer of all creation. 
  Life--to restore to the beginning the end that comes 
of that beginning—is the thing the maker thought of when he 
began to work. God in that utterance and separation from him-
self which is the first of creation, though that may well itself 
be pain, may experience a suffering renewed. Man finds it 
hard to get what he wants, because he does not want the best; 
God finds it hard to give, because he would give the best, and 
man will not take it.  
 Many mistake the joy of life for life itself. These love 
self, not life, and self is but the shadow of life. When it is tak-
en for life itself, and set as the man’s center, it becomes a live 

death in the man, a devil he worships as his god; the worm of 
the death eternal he clasps to his bosom as his one joy! 
 Let us in all the troubles of life remember—that our 
one lack is life—that what we need is more life—more of the 
life-making presence in us. It is the life in us that is discon-
tented; we need more of what is discontented, not more of the 
cause of its discontent. Repose is but a form of strength, 
strength but a form of joy, joy but a form of love. The con-
sciousness of life is not life; it is only the outcome of life. We 
are made for love, not for self. Our neighbor is our refuge; self 
is our demon-foe. Those fear God most who most imagine him 
like ther own evil selves, only beyond them in power. They 
love their poor existence as it is; God loves it as it must be—
and they fear him.  
 Job dares not think God unjust. But that which it 
would be unfair to lay upon him as punishment, may yet be 
laid upon him as favor—by a love supreme which would give 
him blessing beyond all possible prayer—blessing he would 
not dare to ask if he saw the means necessary to its giving, but 
blessing for which, once known and understood, he would be 
willing to endure yet again all that he had undergone. His 
friends would rather receive salvation from God, than God 
their salvation. God implies that he owes something to his 
creature. This is the beginning of the greatest discovery of 
all—that God owes himself to the creature he has made in his 
image, for so he has made him incapable of living without 
him. A created need is a created claim. God is the origin of 
both need and supply.  
 Good souls will one day be horrified at the things 
they now believe of God. If you do not heed his work, why 
should I heed your explanation of it? The vital energy flowing 
from the creator into his creature—that is the salvation of the 
creature. The whole secret of progress is the doing of the thing 
we know. Only as we do, can we know.  Had you given your-
selves to the understanding of his word that you might do it, 
and not to the quarrying from it of material wherewith to but-
tress your systems, in many a heart by this time would the 
name of the Lord be loved where now it remains unknown. 
None but he who does right can think right.  
 While God is the father of his children, Jesus is the 
father of their sonship; for in him is made the life which is 
sonship to the Father. The working out of this our salvation 
must be pain, and the handing of it down to them that are be-
low must ever be in pain. The uncertainty lies always in the 
intellectual region, never in the practical. What Paul cares 
about is plain enough to the true heart, however far from plain 
to the man whose desire to understand goes ahead of his obe-
dience. Jesus Christ is the only likeness of the living Father.  
 As our spirit informs, gives shape to our bodies, in 
like manner his soul informs, gives shape to our souls. A law 
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of God’s nature is a way he would have us think of him; it is a 
necessary truth--a revelation of character, nature, and will in 
God. It is a picture of something in God. Every fact in nature 
is a revelation of God and is there, such as it is, because God 
is such as he is; and I suspect that all its facts impress us so 
that we learn God unconsciously. From the moment when first 
we come into contact with the world, it is to us a revelation of 
God, his things seen, by which we come to know the things 
unseen. The truth of the sky is what it makes us feel of the 
God that sent it out to our eyes. In its discovered laws, light 
seems to me to be such because God is such.  
 Nature’s so-called laws are the waving of his gar-
ments, waving so because he is thinking and loving and walk-
ing inside them. We are in a region far above that commonly 
claimed for science, open only to the heart of the child and the 
childlike man and woman. For things as they are, not as sci-
ence deals with them, are the revelation of God to his children.   
In the perfected end we find the intent, and there God—not in 
the laws themselves, save as his means. For that same reason, 
human science is but the backward undoing of the tapestry-
web of God’s science. Science will never find the face of God; 
while those who would reach his heart, will find also the 
spring-head of his science. Analysis is well, as death is well; 
analysis is death, not life. It discovers a little of the way God 
wakes to his ends, but in so doing it forgets and leaves the end 
itself behind. It is a following back of his footsteps, too often 
without appreciation of the result for which the feet took those 
steps. If the man could find out why God worked so, then he 
would be discovering God; but even then, he would not be 
discovering the best and the deepest of God; for his means 
cannot be so great as his ends. The children of God must al-
ways be mocked by the children of the world, children with 
sharp ears and eyes, but dull hearts. What shall it profit a man 
to know all things, and lose the bliss, the consciousness of 
well-being, which alone can give value to his knowledge? 
There is no water in oxygen, no water in hydrogen: it comes 
bubbling fresh from the imagination of the living God, rushing 
from under the great white throne of the glacier.  
 Christ died to save us, not from suffering, but from 
ourselves; not from injustice, nor justice, but from being un-
just. Mercy is a good and right thing, and but for sin there 
could be no mercy. He is always saving the sinner from his 
sins, and that is destroying sin. For evil in the abstract, nothing 
can be done. It is eternally evil. But I may be saved from it by 
learning to loathe it, to hate it, to shrink from it with an eternal 
avoidance. The opposite of evil is good; the opposite of sin is 
righteousness. God is bound by his love to punish sin in order 
to deliver his creature; his bound by his justice to destroy sin 
in his creation. Love is justice, the fulfilling of the law. He is 
bound in himself to make up for wrong done by his children, 

and he cannot do it but by bringing about the repentance of the 
wrong-doer. Repentance, restitution, confession, prayer for 
forgiveness, righteousness dealing thereafter, is the sole possi-
ble, the only true make-up for sin.  
 The notion that the salvation of Jesus is a salvation 
from the consequences of our sins is false. The salvation of 
Christ is from the smallest tendency or leaning to sin. Jesus 
did not die to save us from punishment, but to save us from 
our sins.  
 Our business is not to think correctly, but to live tru-
ly. The apostles were the best of men in virtues of their obedi-
ent faith, not of their opinion. Your faith is your obedience; 
your theory I know not what. Theory may spring from life, but 
never life from theory. The true disciple shall always know 
what he ought to do, though not necessarily what another 
ought to do.  
 Christ’s friends would have made him a king and 
ruined his father’s work. He preferred the cruelty of his ene-
mies to the kindness of his friends. The former with evil intent 
wrought his father’s will; the latter with good intent would 
have frustrated it. That Christ did not in this world know eve-
rything is plain from his own words. 
 Faith is the one spiritual act which brings a man into 
contact with the original creative power. As he goes on obey-
ing, he will go on discovering. Not only will he grow more 
and more determined to be just, but he will grow more and 
more sensitive to the idea of injustice—especially in himself. 
 That we are in the dark about anything is never be-
cause he hides it, but because we are not yet such that he is 
able to reveal it to us. He gave man the power to thwart his 
will, that by means of that same power, he might come at last 
to do his will in a higher kind and way that would otherwise 
have been possible.  
 The inheritance is simply God himself, the Light. 
Heaven will be continuous touch with God. Never, in the 
midst of even the good things of this world, have I felt quite at 
home. Never has it shown me things lovely or grand enough to 
satisfy me. It may be that my unsatisfaction come from not 
having eyes open enough, or keen enough, to see and under-
stand what he has given; but it matters little whether the cause 
lies in the world or in myself, but being incomplete: God is, 
and all is well.  
[C. S. Lewis spoke of George MacDonald as the one he is 
most eager to meet in heaven. The Bible nowhere lays claim 
to be regarded as the Word. The main object in God’s idea of 
prayer is the supplying of our great, our endless need—the 
need of himself. They love their poor existence as it is; God 
loves it as it must be—and they fear him. God owes himself to 
the creature he has made in his image, for so he has made him 
incapable of living without him.] 
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